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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER 

OF  HEALTH 
1948 


Public  Health  Department, 
Town  Hall, 

Ashton-in-Makerfield . 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 


May,  1949. 


Ashton-in-Makerfield  Urban  District  Council. 

Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting  to  you  the  seventy-third 
Annual  Report  on  the  health  and  sanitary  circumstances  of  your 
district  for  the  year  1948. 

Introduction. 

This  year  has  seen  considerable  changes  in  the  responsibili- 
ties of  the  Council  for  the  provision  of  certain  Public  Health 
Services  and  their  administration  consequent  upon  the  coming 
into  force  in  July  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act.  The 
Infectious  Diseases  Hospital  has  been  taken  over  by  the  Regional 
Hospital  Board  for  the  Minister  of  Health  and  administered  by 
the  Wigan  and  Leigh  Joint  Hospital  Management  Committee 
who  are  alive  to  the  desirability  of  making  use  of  the  hospital 
again.  Since  May,  1946,  it  has  been  closed,  relieving  the  rates 
of  a considerable  burden,  and  cases  of  infectious  disease  have 
been  treated  at  Astley  Sanatorium  and  Whelley  Hospital.  It  is 
thought  that  the  hospital  may  be  used  either  for  Maternity  cases 
or  for  the  care  of  old  people. 

The  Ambulance  Service  is  now  provided  by  the  Local  Health 
Authority  (Lancashire  County  Council)  and  has  been  consider- 
ably improved  and  extended. 

The  Council  has  ceased  to  be  an  autonomous  authority  for 
Maternity  and  Child  Welfare,  the  Local  Plealth  Authority  being 
responsible  for  this  service  since  July,  1948.  The  transfer  of 
this  service  gives  particular  regret  as  it  was  built  up  by  the 
Council  from  very  simple  beginnings  after  the  first  World  War. 
Their  Medical  Officer,  the  late  Dr.  Henry  Winstanley,  initiated 
the  work  with  great  zeal  and  was  ably  assisted  by  the  Health 
Visitor,  District  Nurses  and  the  Matron  of  the  hospital  together 
with  many  ladies  who  gave  their  time  and  energy  unstintingly 
in  this  extremely  important  work.  The  mothers  resorted  to  the 
Clinic  and  Welfare  Centre  in  increasing  numbers  and  the  history 
of  this  service  in  Ashton-in-Makerfield  is  one  of  increasing- 
expansion,  moving  from  a Church  school  room  to  the  Baths 
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Annexe  and  finally,  just  previous  to  the  transfer  of  function  to 
function,  to  the  premises  of  the  War-time  Nursery.  This  latter 
premises  had  been  purchased  by  the  Council  and  with  slight 
adaptation  made  very  suitable  accommodation.  The  labours  of 
former  workers  have  now  borne  fruit  and  among  other  achieve- 
ments of  this  service  is  the  high  rate  of  immunisation  against 
Diphtheria  now  obtained  in  the  district.  The  transfer  of  function 
to  the  Local  Health  Authority  has  resulted  in  an  increase  of 
clerical  work  and  care  is  needed  that  the  Health  Visitor  is  not 
deviated  from  her  essential  work  as  she  plays  an  important  part 
in  the  field  work  of  the  New  Health  Scheme.  Another  Health 
Visitor  is  urgently  needed. 

The  Home  Nursing  and  Home  Help  Services  have  been 
extended  and  improved  as  part  of  the  National  Health  Scheme. 

Natural  and  Social  conditions  of  the  District. 

The  area  of  the  district  is  approximately  6,265  acres.  It  is 
bounded  on  the  south  and  west  by  Haydock  U.D.,  on  the  north- 
west by  Billinge  U.D.,  on  the  north  by  Wigan  C.B.,  and  on  the 
east  by  Abram  and  Golborne  U.D.s. 

The  greater  part  of  the  district  lies  over  coal  measures  and 
subsidence  due  to  deep  mining  continues  to  be  a menace  to 
buildings,  water  mains  and  sewers  as  well  as  limiting  the  area 
safe  for  housing  development.  The  geology  of  the  district  indi- 
cates some  of  the  industry,  coal  also  being  got  by  the  opencast 
working,  and  this  interferes  with  another  important  industry, 
intensive  farming.  There  is  also  some  textile  weaving  and  a 
manufacture  of  holts,  locks  and  hinges.  The  future  looks  brighter 
than  it  has  done  for  some  years  past  as  this  district  is  now 
included  in  a Development  Plan. 

Vital  Statistics. 

The  statistics  w'hich  follow  have  been  supplied  by  the 
Registrar-General.  The  population  had  been  declining  since  the 
Census  of  1931  when  it  numbered  20,536  till  1945  when  it  was 
estimated  to  be  17,530.  Since  then  there  has  been  a small  but 
welcome  increase  and  the  mid-1948  estimate  is  18,990. 


Live  Births — 

Total 

M. 

F. 

Legitimate  

306 

145 

161 

Illegitimate  

12 

7 

5 

Total  

318 

152 

166 

Birth  rate  76.7  (per  1000  est.  pop.). 
Stillbirths  11 

7 

4 

Rate  per  1000  total  births: 
Deaths  

33. 

225 

128 

97 

Death  rate  11.8  (per  1000  est.  pop.). 
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Deaths  from  Puerperal  causes:  Nil. 

Death  rate  per  1000  total  births:  Nil. 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age — 

All  infants  per  1000  live  births:  47. 

Legitimate  infants  per  1000  legitimate  births:  45. 
Illegitimate  infants  per  1000  illegitimate  births:  83. 
Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages) : 44  (number) . 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  : Nil. 

Deaths  from  Whooping  cough  (all  ages) : Nil. 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  under  2 years  of  age:  Nil. 
Infantile  Mortality  (under  1 year  of  age)  — 


Cause  of  Death 

Under 
1 week 

1—2 

weeks 

2—3 

weeks 

Total  under 
one  month 

Premature  birth,  Con- 
genital Debility  and 

Malformation  

6 

1 

— 

7 

Bronchopneumonia 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Enteritis  

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  causes  

— 

— 

— 

— 

Totals  

6 

1 

1 

8 

1—3 

3—6 

6—9 

9—12 

months 

months 

months 

months 

Premature  birth,  Con- 
genital Debility  and 

Malformation  

2 

— 

— 

Bronchopneumonia 

2 

2 

— 

— 

Enteritis  

— 

— 

— 

Other  causes  

— 

1 

— 

— 

Totals  

4 

3 

— 1 

— 

Grand  Total,  all  causes,  under  one  year:  15. 
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Causes  of  Death  in  the  general  population — 

Cause  Male  Female 

Pulmonary  tuberculosis  1 2 

Other  forms  of  tuberculosis  3 

Acute  poliomyelitis  1 

Cancer — buccal  cavity  and  oesophagus 3 

Cancer — uterus  — 3 

Cancer — stomach  and  duodenum  6 3 

Cancer — breast  — 5 

Cancer — all  other  sites  13  11 

Diabetes  — 3 

Intracranial  vascular  lesion 8 14 

Heart  disease  39  22 

Other  circulatory  diseases  5 4 

Bronchitis  10  2 

Pneumonia  7 2 

Other  respiratory  diseases 3 2 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 1 1 

Other  digestive  diseases  3 3 

Nephritis  2 2 

Premature  birth  3 1 

Congenital  malform.  and  birth  injuries  ...  2 3 

Suicide  2 — 

Road  traffic  accidents  1 

Violence  other  than  road  traffic 4 2 

All  other  causes  11  11 

Total  128  97 
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Sanitary  circumstances  of  the  District. 

Water. — Source  of  supply  is  unchanged  and  existing  sources 
are  adequate.  Out  of  ten  bacteriological  examinations  of  the 
water  going  into  supply,  seven  were  highly  satisfactory,  two 
were  satisfactory  and  one  was  suspicious.  Of  five  chemical 
analyses  of  water  going  into  supply,  four  were  reported  fit  for 
human  consumption,  and  one  was  slated  to  be  unsatisfactory. 
The  defect  was  remedied  by  increased  chlorination  and  cleaning 
out  an  intercommunicating  pipe  between  two  service  reservoirs. 

There  is  occasional  oil  pollution  and  slack  washings  and 
colloidal  clay  through  the  opencast  mine  workings.  Oil  traps 
inserted  in  surface  drainage  from  machine  repair  depots  on 
sites  and  periodic  samples  taken. 

Di  ainage.  Sewerage,  Conservancy. — The  new  sewering  is 
not  yet  completed  and  2,556  houses  are  still  using  pail  closets; 
3,035  houses  are  on  a water-carriage  system  and  127  conversions 
to  fresh  vat  r w.c.s  took  place.  The  policy  pursued  is  an  eventual 
complete  conversion  to  w.c.s. 

Infectious  Disease. 

Patients  requiring  treatment  and  isolation  in  hospital  are 
removed  to  Whelley  infectious  Diseases  Hospital  and  Astley 
Sanatorium.  Measles  and  Scarlet  Fever  were  again  the  most 
prevalent  infectious  diseases.  As  this  town  stands  on  routes 
between  Liverpool,  Warrington,  St.  Helens,  Atherton,  Leigh, 
Wigan  and  Manchester,  prevalence  of  diseases  in  these  places  is 
often  reflected  in  Ashton-in-Makerfield. 

Disinfection  of  houses  after  the  presence  of  infection 
therein  is  made  by  sulphur  and  formaldehyde.  There  is  no 
provision  for  the  steam  disinfection  of  clothing  and  bedding 
since  the  closure  of  the  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital  but  if  neces- 
sary such  material  would  be  sent  to  the  hospitals  receiving  the 
patients.  It  is  hoped  that  should  the  hospital  re-open  for  any 
service  it  will  be  possible  to  have  steam  disinfection  available 
again. 

Immunisation  (up  to  5th  July,  1948)  was  regularly  given  at 
Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centre  and  sessions  were  held  in 
schools  as  the  occasion  arose.  One  hundred  and  forty-two  pre- 
school children  were  immunised  during  that  period,  using  Alum 
precipitated  Toxoid.  The  parents  respond  well  to  propaganda 
leaflets  sent  out  from  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centre 
and  elsewhere. 
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TOTAL  CASES  NOTIFIED 
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TUBERCULOSIS:  New  Cases  and  Mortality. 


Age 

Periods 


Years 

0— 

1 

5 

10 

15 

20 

25 

36 

45 

55 

65  and  over 
Totals 


New 

Cases 

Deaths 

Respiratory 

Non- 

respiratory 

Respiratory 

Non- 

respiratory 

M. 

F. 

M.  F. 

M.  F. 

M.  F. 

— 

1 

2 — 



1 — 

— 

— 

1 2 

— — 

— — 

1 

1 

— — 

— — 

— — 

2 

— 

— — 

— — 

— — 

— 

3 

1 2 

1 

1 — 

1 

3 

— — 

— — 

— — 

2 

— 



2 



1 

1 

1 

7 

9 

1 3 

2 

16 

8 

4 

2 

Ratio  of  non-notified  Tuberculosis  deaths  to  total  Tuberculosis 

Deaths : 0 to  6. 

Housing. 

The  solution  to  this  problem  is  being  steadily  pursued  and 
sure  if  somewhat  slow  progress  is  being  made.  The  Rectory 
Road  housing  site  has  been  completed  making  a total  of  250 
houses  erected.  Work  is  also  in  progress  on  the  Bryn  Station 
site  which  will  eventually  be  covered  by  232  houses.  The  mini- 
mum requirements  are  450  houses  of  the  2-3  bedroom  and  parlour 
type.  It  is  hoped  that  the  present  conflict  of  opinion  with  the 
Town  and  Country  Planning  Authority  over  the  Landgate  site 
will  be  settled  in  favour  of  building  by  the  Council.  It  is  also 
urged  that  the  building  developments  should  take  place  in  the 
Bolton  Road  area. 

The  number  of  inhabited  houses  on  the  rate  book  at  the  end 
of  the  year  1948  was  5,186;  at  the  Census  of  1931  the  number 
was  4,233. 
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Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 

There  is  no  change  in  the  arrangements  whereby  the  Medical 
Officer  and  the  Sanitary  Officers  make  inspections  and  take 
samples  as  necessary. 

There  are  510  cows  in  the  district  among  34  dairy  farms  and 
38  cowkeepers  (including  the  farms).  There  are  in  addition 
seven  purveyors  of  milk.  Thirty-two  samples  of  milk  were 
submitted  to  the  biological  test  for  Tuberculosis  and  two  were 
found  to  be  positive.  102  inspections  were  made. 

The  district  has  been  free  from  outbreaks  of  food  poisoning. 

Conclusion. 

Although  the  responsibility  for  the  provision  of  certain 
Public  Health  Services  no  longer  rests  with  this  Council  since 
July,  the  work  goes  on  as  before.  Notably  in  the  Maternity  and 
Child  Welfare  Department  where  the  assistance  of  the  ladies  is 
over  welcomed ; the  mothers  feel  confident  in  the  service  when 
they  realise  that  they  can  get  help  and  advice  from  those  whom 
(hey  know  and  are  not  being  dealt  with  by  remote  control  from  a 
committee  or  impersonal  officials  however  efficient  and  well 
disposed.  I take  this  opportunity  of  thanking  the  members  of 
the  Council  for  their  continued  support  and  help  and  also  the 
members  of  the  staff  whose  loyalty  and  efficiency  makes  the 
daily  work  possible. 


Yours  faithfully, 

G.  A.  FULTON, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  CHIEF  SANITARY 

INSPECTOR 

1948 


Public  Health  Department, 

Town  Hall, 

Ashton-in-Makerfield. 

May,  1949. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Ashton-in-Makerfield  Urban  District  Council. 

Gentlemen, 

I have  great  pleasure  in  presenting-  my  Annual  Report  for 
the  year  ended  31st  December,  1948,  relating-  to  the  sanitary 
conditions  and  work  carried  out  in  an  effort  to  improve  the 
general  conditions  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  district.  The  duties 
of  a Sanitary  Inspector  become  more  varied  and  complicated 
year  by  year  and  in  the  report  I have  tried  to  bring  to  your 
notice  the  more  important  items  which  have  kept  the  staff  of 
the  Public  Health  Department  fully  occupied  during  the  year. 

The  effect  of  mining  subsidence  has  been  shown  throughout 
the  district;  many  landlords  are  compelled  to  carry  out  extensive 
repairs  to  their  property  and  some  have  expressed  the  opinion 
to  me  that  they  would  be  pleased  if  1 would  take  action  under 
Section  11  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936.  No  doubt  this  action 
would  also  be  welcomed  by  the  occupants  of  the  houses  but  owing 
to  the  acute  shortage  of  houses  it  is  impossible  to  take  this  step. 

During  the  year  it  has  become  more  difficult  to  obtain  quick 
compliance  with  sanitary  notices  served,  and  consequently  it  is 
necessary  to  ask  for  the  execution  of  only  the  more  essential 
repairs.  This  delay  is  due  to  the  difficulty  of  builders  in  obtaining 
materials  and  no  doubt  in  some  cases  there  is  collusion  between 
the  more  obstinate  type  of  owners  and  their  builders  in  order 
to  avoid  carrying  out  the  requirements  of  notices.  The  number 
of  revisits  to  property  have  increased  due  to  these  conditions  and 
at  times  the  public  imagine  that  your  Sanitary  Inspectors  are 
not  energetic  enough  in  order  to  secure  the  abatement  of  the 
nuisances  at  their  houses. 
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Summary  of  Visits  and  Inspections. 

Houses  and  premises  visited  re  nuisances  and  complaints  1,490 

Nuisances  discovered  1,384 

Nuisances  abated  1,296 

Revisits  to  nuisances  1,959 

Visits  re  infectious  disease 74 

Revisits  re  infectious  disease  39 

Visits  to  premises  where  food  is  prepared  or  exposed  lor 

sale  370 

Visits  to  bakehouses  63 

Visits  to  factories  158 

Visits  to  cowsheds  and  dairies  130 

Visits  to  shops Ill 

Other  visits  298 

Notices  served  (preliminary)  486 

Notices  served  (statutory)  55 

Letters  sent  302 

Description  of  Nuisances  dealt  with. 

Defective  and  damp  walls 145 

„ roofs  141 

,,  eaves  gutters  and  spouts  106 

„ floors  85 

,,  slopstones  26 

,,  wastepipes  22 

„ plasterwork  193 

,,  windows  and  doors 175 

„ staircases  31 

„ paving  in  yards  and  passages  12 

„ chimneys  and  stacks  16 

„ setting  around  gullies 41 

„ firegrates  70 

„ washing  boilers 36 

„ W.C.  cisterns  3 

,,  W.C.  basins  4 

„ W.C.  supply  pipes  6 

,,  closets  (roofs,  floors,  doors  and  seats)  62 

,,  ashpits  (roofs,  floors,  doors  and  walls)  11 

„ Pail  places  and  doors  39 

Ashpits  abolished 69 

Dustbins  abolished  140 

Overcrowding  6 

Houses  or  parts  requiring  cleansing  4 

Factories  requiring  limewashing 2 

Accumulation  of  refuse 14 

Choked  and  defective  drains  83 

Cowsheds  requiring  limewashing  2 

Miscellaneous  53 
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Housing. 

On  the  27th  November,  1948,  the  last  house  on  the  Council’s 
Rectory  Road  site  was  tenanted,  tnus  completing  the  first  scheme 
to  be  completed  since  the  cessation  of  hostilities.  The  total 
completed  during  the  year  was  92.  Work  has  been  commenced 
on  the  Bryn  site  and  the  first  house  was  within  one  week  of 
completion  at  the  end  of  the.  year.  There  is  still  a great  demand 
for  houses  and  it  is  estimated  that  a further  800  will  be  required 
to  rehouse  persons  living  in  overcrowded,  condemned  and  sub- 
standard houses. 

The  conditions  under  which  families  are  living  has  been 
brought  more  forcibly  to  our  notice  in  the  Public  Health  Depart- 
ment since  the  decision  of  the  Council  to  alter  the  system  of  the 
allocation  of  Council  houses.  Since  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
and  myself  have  been  carrying  out.  this  work  on  a points  basis 
applicants  are  constant  visitors  to  the  office  in  an  effort  to  glean 
information  as  to  their  chances  of  becoming  tenants  of  the 
houses.  The.  most  busy  time  is  Saturday  morning,  due  I suppose 
to  the.  five  day  working  week,  when  I presume  the  husbands  are 
directed  to  the  office  by  t heir  despairing  wives. 

Thirty  houses  have  been  built  by  builders  for  private  owners. 


Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  year: — 

(a)  (i)  By  the  local  authority  92 

(ii)  By  other  local  authorities  Nil 

(iii)  By  other  bodies  or  persons 30 

(b)  With  state  assistance  under  the  Housing  Acts- — 

(i)  by  the  local  authority  (included  under  (a) 

(i)  above 92 

(ii)  by  other  bodies  (included  under  (a)  (iii) 

above  Nil 

1.  Inspection  of  dwelling  houses  during  year: — 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for 
housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or 
I-Iousing  Acts)  679 


(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  that  purpose  1490 


(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (included  under 

sub-head  (a)  above)  which  were  inspected 
and  recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated 
Regulations,  1925  and  1932  19 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  -9 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a state 
so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit 

for  human  habitation  7 
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(4)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those 
referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found 
not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 
habitation  369 

2.  Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  service  of 

formal  notice: — 

Number  of  defective  dwellings  rendered  fit  in  conse- 
quence of  formal  action  by  the  local  authority  or  their 
officers  311 

3.  Action  under  statutory  powers  during  the  year: — 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Section  9,  10  and  16  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936 — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of 

which  notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  ren- 
dered fit  after  service  of  formal  notices — 

(a)  By  owners  Nil 

(b)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  Nil 

(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts: — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied  55 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects 
were  remedied  after  service  of  formal  notice : 

(a)  By  owners 55 

(b)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  Nil 

(c)  Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936 : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  5 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in 

pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  1 

(d)  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act, 

1936:— 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  under- 

ground rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing- 
Orders  were  made  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  under- 

ground rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing 
Orders  were  determined,  the  tenement  or 
room  having  been  rendered  fit  Nil 
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4.  Housing  Act,  1936— Part— IV — Overcrowding: — 

(a)  (i)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  overcrowded  at 

the  end  of  the  year  198 

(ii)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  314 

(iii)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  1912 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported 

during  the  year  18 

(i)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved 

during  the  year  21 

(ii)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  112 


Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1933. 

Two  applications  were  submitted  for  renewal  of  licences 
and  one  new  application  was  received.  In  each  case  a licence 
was  granted. 

Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 

Centralized  slaughtering  is  still  in  operation,  the  animals 
being  slaughtered  and  inspected  within  the  County  Borough  of 
Wigan.  The  transport  and  handling  of  meat  requires  much 
supervision  and  the  men  engaged  in  this  work  are  not  always 
as  co-operative  as  they  should  be. 

It  is  hoped  that  when  rationing  of  clothes  is  finished  more 
complete  protective  clothing  will  lie  provided,  for  this  type  of 
work. 

Butchers’  shops  and  other  premises  where  food  is  prepared, 
offered  or  exposed  for  sale  received  370  visits.  A card  index 
system  has  been  introduced  during  the  year  and  this  when 
completed  will  give  a complete  and  valuable  record  of  all  the 
food  premises  within  the  district. 

The  self  suppliers  scheme  in  connection  with  the  slaughter- 
ing of  pigs  was  introduced  by  the  Ministry  of  Food  in  1948  and 
owing  to  this  it  was  decided  to  carry  out  a complete  inspection 
of  the  pigsties  throughout  the  district;  the  majority  required 
alterations  and  repairs  in  order  to  bring  them  up  to  a satisfactory 
standard  and  in  a few  cases  the  owners  were  made  to  cease 
keeping  pigs  on  their  premises. 

Occasional  slaughter  of  pigs  is  carried  out  and  the  number 
killed  and  examined  is  as  follows : — 


No.  slaughtered  No.  found  to  be  Otherwise 

and  examined  affected  with  T.B.  r/r  affected  affected 

153  4 2.6%  1.9% 

Food  Condemned. 

Tuberculosis  carcases  or  parts  108  lbs. 

Rabbits  279  „ 

Ham  3^  „ 
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Butter  3 „ 

Margarine  2^  „ 

Dehydrated  Apples 50  ~ ,, 

Fruit  Cocktail  3 tins 

Evaporated  Milk 99  „ 

Peas  11  „ 

Meat  and  Vegetable 3 „ 

Plums  6 „ 

Beans  23  „ 

Marmalade  2 „ 

Grape  Fruit  20  „ 

Apple  Sauce  1 „ 

Soup  1 „ 

Tomatoes  9 „ 

Luncheon  Meat  6 „ 

Salmon  1 „ 

Pork  1 „ 

Grapes  6 ,, 

Apples  1 „ 

Pears  1 „ 

Oranges  5 „ 

Pickles  6 jars 

Cockles  1 „ 

Baby  Food  6 pkts. 

Salt  4 ,, 

Eggs  64 


Milk  and  Dairies  Acts. 

The  number  of  milk  producers  and  retail  purveyors  on  the 
register  at  31st  December,  1948,  is  as  follows: — 


Milk  producers  34 

Retail  purveyors  7 

Retail  purveyors  from  outside  district  4 


Milk  (Special  Designations)  Orders. 

No.  of  producers  of  Accredited  Milk  3 

No.  of  licences  issued  in  respect  of  Pasteurising  plants  1 

No.  of  licences  issued  to  retailers  of  Pasteurised  milk  3 

The  number  of  visits  made  during  the  year  to  registered 
;>remises  was  130  and  again  it  has  been  necessary  to  warn  some 
of  the  farmers  of  their  neglect  in  keeping  cowsheds  and  dairies 
in  a clean  condition.  A great  fault  with  producers  who  milk 
with  machinery  is  the  delay  in  thoroughly  washing  and  then 
sterilizing  the  apparatus  immediately  after  milking  has  finished. 

Milk  Sampling. 

Samples  were  taken  and  forwarded  to  the  Pathological 
Department,  Royal  Albert  Edward  Infirmary,  Wigan,  for 
examination  for  Tubercle  Baccilli. 
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The  results  were  as  follows : — 

No.  of  samples  taken  for  T.B 32 

„ „ negative  30 

„ „ positive  2 


The  Lancashire  County  Council’s  Sanitary  Inspectors  now 
take  samples  of  the  milk  pasteurised  at  the  only  plant  in  the 
district.  Every  sample  taken  was  successful  in  passing  the 
Phosphatase  and  Methylene  Blue  tests. 

Petroleum  (Regulation)  Acts. 

Investigations  were  made  into  three  new  cases  regarding 
applications  for  a licence  to  store  petroleum  spirit. 

In  all  cases  the  lienee  was  granted. 

The  number  of  licences  issued  during  the  year  is  46,  the 
fees  collected  for  these  licences  amounting  to  £27  10s.  Od. 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal. 

The  collection  and  disposal  of  house  refuse  is  carried  out 
by  the  Council  workmen,  two  motor  and  four  horse  vehicles  being 
employed.  Early  delivery  of  a new  motor  is  expected;  when 
received  it  will  be  possible  to  dispense  with  one  of  the  horses  and 
I hope  will  speed  up  collection.  Eventually  when  more  horses 
are  disposed  of  and  another  motor  is  obtained  1 hope  to  reduce 
the  number  of  refuse  tips,  especially  those  in  the  vicinity  of 
dwelling  houses. 

The  amount  removed  during  the  year  was  6,022  loads  of  dry 
refuse  and  5,143  loads  of  wet  refuse. 

There  are  still  approximately  2,556  pail  closets  and  2,147  dry 
ashpits  in  the  district.  During  the  year  there  was  an  improve- 
ment in  the  rate  of  pail  closet  conversions  due  to  the  carrying 
out  of  the  Princess  Road  scheme.  The  following  figures  show 
the  changes  made:  126  pail  closets  and  one  waste  water  closet 
have  been  converted  and  one  pail  closet  was  demolished,  making 
a reduction  of  127  pail  closets  for  the  year;  69  dry  ashpits  have 
been  replaced  with  122  sanitary  dustbins. 

I do  not  wish  to  repat  what  I stated  last  year  in  the  Annual 
Report  regarding  the  conversion  of  pail  closets  but  I must  bring 
to  your  notice  the  conditions  prevailing  in  the  schools  throughout 
the  district. 

At  St.  Thomas’s  mixed  school  there  are  16  pails  for  the 
scholars  and  staff,  the  infants  have  seven  trough  closets.  St. 
Peter’s  infants  and  mixed  school  have  18  pail  closets  for  scholars 
and  staff  and  St.  Luke’s  have  14  pails  for  scholars  and  staff. 
Surely  when  this  district  is  paying  a sum  of  approximately 
£24,000  per  annum  out  of  the  rates  to  the  County  Council  for 
educational  purposes  it  is  not  too  much  to  ask  that  the  staff  and 
scholars  be  provided  with  satisfactory  sanitary  accommodation. 
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The  first  thing-  a child  is  taught  by  its  mother  is  clean  habits  in 
connection  with  nature’s  requirements  and,  if  when  they  attend 
school  they  are  forced  to  use  pail  closets,  especially  if  they  are 
provided  with  water  closets  at  home,  there  must  be  a reluctance 
to  use  these  insanitary  places  with  consequent  harmful  reactions. 
At  five  more  schools  in  the  district  there  are  36  trough  closets 
and  these  in  my  opinion  are  even  more  forbidding  and  are  equally 
as  insanitary  as  pail  closets. 

I appeal  to  you,  gentlemen,  not  to  ignore  these  facts  but 
to  endeavour  to  take  action  and  if  possible  abolish  these  insani- 
tary conveniences  and  have  wrater  closets  installed  at  all  the 
schools  in  Ashton-in-Makerfield. 

Salvage. 

I am  pleased  to  report  that  the  amount  of  money  received 
from  the  salvage  of  waste  material  has  increased  considerably 
during  the  year. 


The  amount  collected  and  disposed  of  is : — 


W aste  paper 

Tons 
113 

Cwts. 

13 

Qrs. 

1 

Lbs. 

Rags  and  sacking  

— 

8 

3 

— 

Household  bones  

5 

8 

— 

16 

Kitchen  waste  

71 

5 

— 

— 

The  value  of  this  material  is  £854  18s.  Od. 

In  addition  47i  tons  of  pig  food  has  been  bought  from  the 
Wigan  Corporation  Cleansing  Department  and  sold  to  pig  keepers 
in  this  district. 

The  profit  from  the  sales  is  £30  5s.  3d. 

Factories  Act. 

Number  of  Factories  on  Register:  116. 

Written 

Inspections  Notices  Prosecutions 
No.  with  mechanical  power  ...  76  4 Nil 

No.  "without  mechanical  power  82  2 Nil 


158  6 Nil 


Defects  Found. 

Found  Remedied 


Want  of  cleanliness  9 9 

Other  nuisances  7 7 


16  16 
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Registered  Premises. 

Dressmakers  and  Milliners  ' 11 

Bakers  and  Confectioners  27 

Plumbers  3 

Joiners  and  Builders  12 

Shoeing  Smiths  1 

Wheelwrights  1 

Saddlers  1 

Motor  and  cycle  repairs 12 

Lock  and  hinge  manufacturers  3 

Laundries  1 

Printers  1 

Cabinet  makers  and  Upholsterers  3 

Mineral  water  manufacturers  and  bottlers  2 

Ice  cream  manufacturers  3 

Sausage  makers  6 

Wholesale  chemist  1 

Electricity  generating  1 

Cotton  weavers  and  manufacturers 1 

Boot,  shoe  and  clog  repairers  14 

Gasworks  1 

Electricians  2 

Saw  mills  4 

Contractors  1 

Air  compressors  1 

Monumental  masons  1 

Agricultural  machinery  repairs  2 

116 

Other  Matters. 

Matters  notified  to  1I.M.  Inspector  of  Factories  Nil 

Notified  by  H.M.  Inspector  7 

Reports  (or  action  taken)  sent  to  II. M.  Inspector 7 

Smoke  Abatement. 

Twelve  observations  of  chimneys  emitting  smoke  have  been 
made  during  the  year;  consultations  have  been  held  with  works 
managers  in  connection  with  black  smoke  emission  and  it  was 
found  that  great  difficulty  had  been  experienced  in  obtaining 
correctly  graded  fuel. 

Considerable  nuisance  has  also  been  caused  during  the  year 
by  fumes  and  smoke  from  burning  spoilbanks  and  difficulty  has 
been  experienced  in  this  matter  from  the  Authorities  responsible 
for  the  control  of  these  spoilbanks.  The  valuable  advice  of  Mr. 
Howson,  the  Ministry  of  Health’s  Alkali  Inspector,  has  been 
obtained  in  connection  with  this  matter  and  I am  grateful  to  him 
for  his  wholehearted  assistance. 
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Infectious  Diseases  (Prevention)  Act. 

The  previous  arrangements  with  the  Leigh  Joint  Hospital 
Board  ceased  as  from  4th  July,  1948,  when  the  hospital  and 
ambulance  services  were  taken  from  the  control  of  the  Local 
Authority. 

All  cases  of  infectious  disease  are  investigated  and  recorded, 
the  rooms  and  bedding  are  disinfcted  after  removal  of  the  case 
to  hospital  or  when  the  patient  is  certified  free  from  infection. 

Steam  disinfection  is  not  now  available  at  the  hospital,  Bryn 
R.oad,  but  it  is  hoped  to  provide  these  facilities  again  in  the  near 


future. 

No.  of  visits  to  premises  re  infectious  disease  74 

No.  of  rooms  disinfected  83 


Disinfestation. — Verminous  premises  have  been  treated  with 
Gammexane,  D.D.T.,  Sulphur  and  Killgercide. 

Council 

houses  Others 

No.  of  houses  found  to  be  infested  2 7 

Gammexane  powder  has  been  supplied  to  the  public  in  12 
cases. 


Rodent  Control. 

Owing  to  the  intensive  campaign  which  has  been  waged  in 
the  destruction  of  rats  and  mice  I think  that  good  results  are 
now  being  shown. 

Search  does  not  reveal  any  great  number  of  infestations 
and  the  treatment  of  sewers  and  tips  at  regular  intervals  now 
seems  to  be  showing  the  worth  of  this  work. 

Since  Millingford  brook  was  cleansed  there  has  been  a 
marked  decrease  of  complaints  in  the  centre  of  the  district. 

One  part-time  rodent  operator  is  employed  on  rodent 
control. 


Public  Conveniences. 

Since  the  responsibility  of  the  supervision  of  the  cleansing 
of  the  public  conveniences  was  transferred  to  this  department 
I think  I can  claim  that  there  has  been  an  improvement  in  the 
cleanliness  of  same. 

During  observations  and  conversation  with  users  I am 
surprised  at  the  demand  for  a properly  equipped  building  for 
personal  washing  by  travellers  and  other  persons.  I must  also 
mention  that  persons  handling  foodstuff  such  as  ice  cream  require 
a place  where  they  can  cleanse  their  hands  during  their  period 
of  employment. 
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Shops  Acts. 

During  the  year  111  visits  and  observations  were  made  in 
connection  with  business  premises. 

Food  and  Drugs  (Adulteration)  Act,  1938. 

The  County  Council  is  the  authority  for  the  administration 
of  the  provisions  of  the  above  Act,  and  the  following  information 
has  been  supplied  by  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health’s 
Department  regarding  samples  taken  in  this  district  during  the 
year  1948  and  submitted  for  analysis. 

Of  a total  of  97  samples  obtained,  92  were  of  milk  and  the 
five  others  comprised : — 

1 coffee.  1 tea. 

1 margarine  1 cooking  fat. 

1 beef  sausage. 

All  the  above  samples  were  certified  by  the  County  Analyst 
to  be  genuine. 

In  conclusion  I wish  to  express  my  thanks  for  the  co-opera- 
tion 1 have  received  from  all  departments  of  the  Local  Authority, 
to  the  Chairman  and  members  of  the  Sanitary  and  Health  Com- 
mittee, the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  the  Clerk  in  the  Public 
Health  Department  and  especially  to  Mr.  R.  B.  Hall  who  was 
appointed  Additional  Sanitary  Inspector  in  March,  1948.  His 
services  readily  given  at  all  times  both  during  and  outside  office 
hours  have  helped  me  considerably  during  my  first  full  year  as 
your  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 

Yours  faithfully, 

FRANK  BURROWS, 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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